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 “These shows represent but a few of the Broadway 
smash hit musicals in my collection. I used these 
original cast recordings often during this period, 
primarily on radio shows that were hosted by well-
known broadcast figures. I was fortunate enough, 
along with my wife Nikki, to attend the opening nights 
of these famous musicals.

 The albums were given to me over a period of 13 
years to use for broadcast purposes, publicity and 
promotions. They provided hours of further enjoyment 
as we listened to them over and over and eventually 
shared them with our children who also developed a 
love and appreciation for the wonderful music of 
Broadway.” 

 —Laurence S. Untermeyer

Larry and Nikki Untermeyer

Many thanks to Larry 
Untermeyer, a former 
producer/director for the 
National Broadcasting 
Company (WRCA Radio) and 
his daughter Lynn Untermeyer 
Miller for digging through the 
treasure trove of Larry’s 
Broadway blockbuster album 
covers and bringing them 
from his library to ours.



 Larry’s father, Louis Untermeyer, wrote several of the liner notes 
for these recordings. He was an American poet, anthologist and 
literary critic who, in 1961, was granted the honor of being the 
nation’s 14th Poet Laureate in recognition of his lifetime’s work. 
He held this post for two years despite receiving unfavorable 
government attention at various times during his life due to his 
occasional Marxist proclamations and being a contributor to 
such left-wing publications as “The Masses” and “The Liberator.” 
His intelligent and ready wit made him one of the first panellists
on the television quiz show “What’s My Line” but, in 1951, he had 
to leave the show due to a campaign of protest against him by 
right-wing associations. This was, of course, a time of fervent anti-
communist feelings in the United States and it was enough to 
simply belong to “suspect” organizations to be on the receiving 
end of persecution.

 He spent a good deal of his life in his native New York city but 
moved to rural Connecticut as he got older. Louis Untermeyer 
died on December 18, 1977 at aged 92.

Louis Untermeyer



MAN OF LA MANCHA
Opened: Washington 
Square Theatre, 1965
Kapp Records, cover 
art: Al Hirshfeld
Notes: Sam Fox 
Publishing Company



PORGY AND BESS
Opened: Alvin Theatre, 
October 10, 1935
Decca Records, 
album cover is a scene 
from the play
Notes: Louis Untermeyer



FIORELLO
Opened: Broadhurst 
Theatre, November 23, 
1959
Capitol Records, cover art: 
Eileen Darby/Graphic 
House
Notes: Miles Kreuger



FIORELLO
Opened: Broadhurst 
Theatre, November 23, 
1959
Capitol Records, cover art: 
Eileen Darby/Graphic 
House
Notes: Miles Kreuger



OKLAHOMA
Opened: St. James 
Theatre, March 31, 1943
Decca Records, cover art: 
Meese
Notes: Richard Rogers and 
Dewey Bartlett



THE KING AND I
Opened: St. James 
Theatre, March 29th, 1951
Decca Records, cover 
design: MCA
Notes: Louis Untermeyer



GUYS AND DOLLS
Opened: 46th Street 
Theater, Nov 24, 1950
Decca Records, cover 
design: Decca Records
Notes: Louis Untermeyer



A FUNNY THING HAPPENED 
ON THE WAY TO THE FORUM
Opened: Alvin Theatre, 
Nov 24, 1950
Capitol Records, cover 
design and photos: 
Friedman-Abeles
Notes: Burt Shevelove and 
Larry Gelbart
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MY FAIR LADY
Opened: Mark Hellinger 
Theatre, March 15, 1956
Columbia Records, cover 
art: Al Hirschfeld
Notes: George B. Dale



WEST SIDE STORY
Opened: Winter Garden 
Theatre, September 26, 
1957
Columbia Records, cover 
design and photos: 
Friedman-Abeles
Notes: George B. Dale



THE SOUND OF MUSIC
Opened: Lunt-Fontanne 
Theatre, November 16, 
1959
Columbia Records, cover 
design and photos: 
Friedman-Abeles
Notes: George B. Dale
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ANNIE GET YOUR GUN
Opened: Imperial Theatre, 
May 16, 1946
Decca Records, cover art: 
Decca Records
Notes: Louis Untermeyer



KISS ME KATE
Opened: New Century 
Theatre, December 30, 
1948
Columbia Records, cover 
design: Columbia Records
Notes: George B. Dale
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